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Our School Story   

Our School Goals  

What are the unique, positive characteristics that we celebrate in our school/community?  

 

Ecole Pauline Haarer is a community oriented school.  The school has a very supportive and caring network 

of staff,  students, PAC, families and community members.  Ecole Pauline Haarer: 

• Is a fun and safe place to learn together, and diversity is celebrated 

• Is where everyone is respectful and respected 

• is where we take care of each other emotionally and physically 

• is where we learn to take care of the environment around us 

 

Supporting diversity, sense of belonging and acceptance 

Truth and Reconciliation 

 

What are the important demographics of our school and community? 

 

Ecole Pauline Haarer is a single track French Immersion Elementary School in Nanaimo Ladysmith Public 

School District 68.  We are located in the downtown core of Nanaimo, adjacent to beautiful Swy-a-lana and 

Bowen Parks.  Ecole Pauline Haarer’s enrolment is approximately 215 students, and while we are not a 

catchment school, a high proportion of our population lives locally.  

 



Our School Celebration Story 

At Ecole Pauline Haarer, we have embarked on a journey of learning and discovery that is 

transforming the school and the students' lives. 

The journey began with a deep commitment to honoring the Indigenous ways of knowing and 

learning. The staff recognized the importance of incorporating Indigenous perspectives into their 

teaching and learning, and they are working to ensure that their students received a well-

rounded education that celebrates the rich and diverse history of the land they called home. 

To deepen their understanding, the staff engaged in professional development opportunities 

that focused on Indigenous ways of knowing, cultural practices, and the history of the local 

Indigenous peoples. They also sought the guidance of local knowledge keepers, who generously 

shared their wisdom and experiences with them. 

As they learned more, the staff also became increasingly aware of the importance of 

environmental sustainability and stewardship. They recognized that the health of the land, water, 

and air was deeply connected to the health of their students, and we made a conscious effort to 

reduce our environmental impact and promote sustainable practices within the school 

community, such as the “garbage weigh-in challenge and the Energy Cup Challenge”. 

Ecole Pauline Haarer promoted recycling programs, initiated a school garden, and organized 

nature walks and outdoor learning experiences for our students. We also shared the knowledge 

and importance for sustainability with our families and the broader community, encouraging 

them to join us in their efforts. 

As the staff delved deeper into these important topics, we also worked to build a positive school 

community. We recognized that a strong sense of community was essential for creating a safe 

and nurturing learning environment for our students. 

Ecole Pauline Haarer organized community-building events, such as Jump Rope for Heart, The 

Amazing Race, Science Fair, Music in the Park, as well as theme days, that brought families and 

staff together in a spirit of celebration and connection. We also made a conscious effort to 

celebrate the diversity of the students and families at Ecole Pauline Haarer, promoting a culture 

of respect and inclusivity within the school. 

As we reflect on our journey thus far, the school community feels a deep sense of pride and 

gratitude. We knew that our efforts had not only enriched the lives of our students but had also 

contributed to the greater good of the community and the planet.  

 

 



  


